Bear Necessities
OCTOBER 16, 2020

GRIZZLIES CONTINUE TO LEARN AND GROW!
Dear Parents/Guardians,
We hope this email nds you all well and enjoying the beautiful fall foliage which is starting to
pop out! It has been a productive and energized short week back at St. Gabriel School.
MAP Testing Updates
This week we began our analysis of our MAP score baseline testing. Since it is just a baseline
test, teachers will use this to begin their analysis for each student on how to best align their
classroom instruction to meet the needs of each child. The focus of MAP (Measure of
Academic Progress) is to monitor individual student growth. Without having the spring scores
it is challenging to know the impact the loss of 4th quarter had on student learning. In
education, we often discuss the “summer slide,” which refers to students’ learning loss that
occurs during the summer. NWEA completed a study focusing on the impact “school
closures” had on learning. In their COVID-19 slide study, NWEA forecasted this school year’s
learning loss. We are so proud to report that our school did not see that predicted slide but
instead we continue to show growth across the board. Last year we started professional
development speci cally designed to better use the testing data to drive our day to day
instruction. This will be continuing throughout this year. Starting the rst week of November,
one of our Diocesan Superintendents will be continuing her training with our teachers. Last
year we started with focusing on our reading scores across the board. Our fall scores in

reading were outstanding. Next we will be looking to place a special emphasis in the area of
math along with the continued monitoring of reading and language. This targeted approach
will support our building goals.
With our upcoming parent-teacher conferences you can look forward to your child's teacher
sharing their goal for growth with you. Then in January we will take round #2 of MAP which
will serve as a great progress monitoring opportunity to identify student growth and we will
share that with you.
Parent-Teacher Conferences
Speaking of upcoming parent-teacher conferences, this year they will be held on Tuesday,
October 27th and Wednesday, November 4th. Both dates will have time slots from 3:00- 8:00
p.m. with a schedule dinner break for each teacher. Due to the current pandemic safety
protocols, we will host these conferences through Zoom sessions. Look for the sign-up
process next week.
Pizza Day Is Back!
No better way to end a week of hard work than to enjoy a yummy piece of pizza with a friend.
A record number of Grizzlies joined in the much anticipated return of Grizzly Grub Hub Pizza
Day. A special shout out to Mr. K for his extra time and love he placed in planning this
successful return. According to the smiles on the faces, the pizza and Go -Go fruit applesauce
side was a mega hit! Once again partnering with our alumni friends at Concord Pizza was a
win-win combination!
Better Together
Anytime you take our Grizzly community and partner with our amazing PTU, great things
happen. Once again they have found a way to enhance the positive train of change as they roll
out this year's FUNdraising idea of the "Stay Local " initiative. Please take time to read the
PTU details below. You won't be disappointed and I encourage you to join us as we celebrate
these new initiatives and opportunities for growing our school family spirit!
God is good!
Finally, thank you for all the ways you contribute and support our St. Gabriel Community. We
are so blessed and we all need to continue to be reminded of how good our loving God is!
Have a great weekend everyone!
Peace and Blessings,
Mrs. Ulrich

GRIZZLY ACADEMY

St. Gabriel School's Grizzly Academy provides an excellent opportunity for St. Gabriel 4th-8th
grade students to complete homework, study and/or read in a quiet environment after school.
Grizzly Academy is available four days a week, Monday through Thursday, from dismissal until
3:45 p.m. The program is facilitated by St. Gabriel School teachers, who provide supervision,
allow for the appropriate use of school technology, and assist with clari cation of students’
questions.
Grizzly Academy is an excellent opportunity for busy students to complete homework right
after school, freeing up precious evening time for family, sports and a myriad of other
activities. It also provides peace of mind for parents, knowing their children are supervised by
St. Gabriel teachers and studiously completing homework and other academic activities in a
quiet environment. Students must arrive at Grizzly Academy ready and willing to work on their
school work. Please note, this is not meant to be 1-on-1 tutoring.
Please see the details below:
Proper social distancing will take place with students at least 6 feet apart
Students must wear masks
Registration Form needs to be completed and turned in
Cost is $8.00 per session
First session is Tuesday, October 20, 2020
Any questions regarding the program, please contact the Grizzly Academy Coordinator, Linda
Oster, at linda.oster@st-gabrielschool.org or Robert Kumazec, Principal 5 -8 at
robert.kumazec@st-gabrielschool.org.

GRIZZLY ACADEMY REGISTRATION FORM

pdf

Registration Form 2020.pdf

GRIZZLY BEAR SPREADS GOOD
CHEER!
We are very excited to announce that we have found a
replacement climber for the playground to replace the broken
structure! This has been in the planning process for quite some
time and was delayed with last spring's closure. We researched
many pieces that would be durable, safe, and could be placed in
the area with the appropriate fall zone. We would like to
introduce....Mama Grizzly Bear! She is 4'' high, 7' long, and 3'
wide tips the scales at a whopping 4,500 lbs. She is Grizzly
Strong and built to last!!!
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With our credit from the last piece of equipment that broke, Walkathon funds, PTU
contribution, and parish contributions, we were able to secure her purchase. Mama Grizzly is a
great example of our community pulling together, each doing a little, and accomplishing a lot!
Mama Grizzly Bear is the perfect symbol of our strength as a community, our ability to adapt,
and our courage as we move forward in faith, hope, and love! We love our Grizzlies and we
know they will have fun climbing and playing with Mama Bear, our mascot!
Thank you for your patience and support! As a community, we did it together!

STAY LOCAL GRIZZLY SAVINGS
CARD
The Stay Local Grizzly Savings Cards will be going home this
week! We thank the amazing businesses (some alum of SGS).
This FUNdraiser is taking the place of KidStuff Coupon books
AND Holiday Wreath sale. We are hoping families will
purchase/sell 2 cards at $10 each. All unsold cards/money is
due back by Oct 30. If you would like extras, please contact
kateburtch@yahoo.com or dmilk77@yahoo.com. Thank you for
your support! Shop Local, Grizzlies!
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