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St. Joseph, Our Patron of Parenting in a
Pandemic
Today is the feast day of St. Joseph, husband of Mary. While we do not know much about St.
Joseph from what is written in the Gospels, what we do know is that his main responsibility
was to guide his young family through uncertain times. His steadfast and protective nature
was a perfect complement to his wife, Mary. Together they traveled, taught, and guided Jesus
as he grew into a young man. I cannot think of a better role model for all of us parents,
guardians, coaches and educators who have been re ecting on how to best guide our own
students during this pandemic.
A year ago this week, we began our distance learning amidst the cancelation and shutdown of
our daily obligations, routines, and expectations. These have been unprecedented times. For
most of us there was a sense of losing control of how we live day to day. Overnight, toilet
paper and bleach became priceless. As adults what we knew to be certain became less and
less, and every decision we made became heightened. Do I let my children play outside with
friends? Is it safe to shop for produce? Do I nally have a legitimate reason not to visit my inlaws? It is easier to look back now and nd humor in the situation, however, the stress and
pressure of leading our children and students down a safe path has taken its toll on all of us.
Much like St. Joseph we had to put our faith in God. He would show us a way out of all the
information presented to us from the media, pediatricians, family members and government
o cials. As school principals, Mrs. Ulrich and I never felt alone in our journey this school
year. Not only did we rely heavily on the many graces God bestowed upon our school, but we
have been eternally grateful to have such cooperative teachers, staff, and parents as partners
in this journey.
As we move into the 4th Quarter, our journey continues. The next stop is our second vaccine
date a week from today. We will also be examining our COVID-19 protocols as new
information on best practices is released daily. We will continue to be cautiously optimistic in
how we nish the school year.
Pope Francis has described St. Joseph as a beloved father, a tender and loving father, an
obedient father, an accepting father, a father who is creatively courageous, and a working
father. He proclaimed a Year of St. Joseph on December 8, 2020. May we all continue to live

the rest of 2021 with the same qualities as the protector of the Holy Family. May we all
continue to protect and nurture each other and the students we hold so dear.
Peace and Blessings,
Mr. Kumazec

FANTASTIC WALK-A-THON UPDATE!
This year's Walkathon is in the 'green'! As of right now we are at $50,000. We cannot thank
you enough for participating and the amazing sponsors who have contributed! All of this
support goes directly back to your kids and their learning environment!
Thank you to the Walkathon Team. They will keep us posted what May 7 will look like as we
make more detailed plans closer to the date. We are blessed and grateful for YOU, our
wonderful parents!
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See above for an opportunity to register for Mentor Girls Softball this
Summer
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