
Welcome To Our First Grade 
Class!

Miss Smallwood



A little about me...
own, Ohio)

- First year at St. Gabriel School!
- Previously worked with grades K-3 in reading and 

math
- Graduated from John Carroll University with an 

Early Childhood Education degree 
- Completed the Reading Endorsement program at 

Notre Dame College

- Lives in Lyndhurst, Ohio (originally from 

Youngstown, Ohio)



Teaching Philosophy & Goals For This Year
- I believe that children can succeed 

academically and socially when they 

are in a positive learning environment. I 

will create a classroom community that 

is safe, nurturing, engaging and 

centered around faith. As a teacher, it is 

my goal to provide students with 

unique learning opportunities to help 

them reach their full potential.

- Keeping students safe 

- Providing students with hands on 

learning opportunities 

- Building relationships with students 

and families in our classroom

- Having students make connections 

with one another 



Policies and 
Procedures

I believe that parent communication is a key to 
success in the classroom! Every two weeks, a 
newsletter will be sent to your email and posted 
on our classroom website. It will have information 
about our upcoming class events, what we are 
learning, homework and sight words. Also, our 
classroom website provides other important 
information about our classroom. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please contact me at 
jennifer.smallwood@st-gabrielschool.org.

Importance of STAR:

Each student will receive a star at the beginning of the school 

year. If a student goes above and beyond in the classroom, they 

will receive a sticker. Once the student gets 15 stickers, their 

star will be hung up in the classroom and they will receive a new 

star.

Students in our first grade class will:

S- Show Respect

T- Try Your Best

A- Always Work Together

R- Responsible and Safe Choices

mailto:jennifer.smallwood@st-gabrielschool.org


Assessments 
and Instruction

- Standards Based Report Cards 
- Proficiency scale will be used for 

grading
- First grade proficiency scale 

example is shown in the picture
- You can find what we are learning 

about each week in our bi-weekly 
newsletter



Big Topics In First 
Grade
Math: Addition, subtraction, shapes, measurement, 
time and money using the GoMath program

Science: The sun, energy, and weather, motion and 
materials and basic needs of living things

Social Studies: Families now and long ago, near and far

ELA: Building reading, writing and phonics skills, using 
the Fountas and Pinnell reading program


